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does she know these issues but she has
lived these issues and passed on her
love of them to her children, Ryder,
Myria, Callie, and Lucas, as well as her
five grandchildren.

Before joining my office in the 1990s,
Mary served in the U.S. Forest Service.
In those days, Mary planted trees and
fought fires to support her young fam-
ily. While the work was seasonal, to
start, she quickly made an impression
on the U.S. Forest Service and became
a full-time employee.

Then I was lucky enough to get her
as a fellow in 1994 in my DC office when
I was still a member of the House of
Representatives for the proud 3rd Dis-
trict of Oregon and still had rugged
good looks and a full head of hair.

She worked in my DC office for a
year and had just moved back to Or-
egon when I realized my office was bet-
ter for her presence, so I hired Mary to
work as field rep in Oregon. I may not
know much about a lot of things, but I
can recognize an excellent teammate,
and Mary was a natural fit on ‘“Team
Wyden.”

When I was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate for the first time in 1996, I made a
promise to do a townhall meeting in
every county in Oregon every year I
was privileged enough to represent the
good people of Oregon in Washington,
DC. In the last 21 years, she has been
with me at almost every one of the 800-
plus townhalls I have held each year in
each of Oregon’s 36 counties.

At almost every one of those town-
halls, I have at some junction pointed
to Mary and said, ‘‘Folks, give Mary a
call about this issue. She works nights
and weekends—never hesitate to call.”
It does not matter the issue; Mary al-
ways answers the phone. She has been
going the extra mile with and for Or-
egonians in every nook and cranny of
our State, both literally and figu-
ratively.

Literally, Mary has traveled with me
and solo to countless meetings in
grange halls, diners, and farmhouses
all across Oregon, and there has never
been an issue too big or too small for
her to take on.

One way to explain the praise Mary
has earned is to say that Oregonians
know Mary as a public servant always
willing to listen and find solutions that
benefit all of Oregon and Oregonians,
not just the ones that vote for me. She
lives by my promise to be the ‘‘Senator
for all of Oregon,” and Oregonians
know it and appreciate her for it.

My appreciation and Oregon’s appre-
ciation for Mary goes deeper than that
accurate and well-deserved summation.

The deeper truth is that anybody who
knows Mary knows she is an original
and unforgettable force of nature—
fierce on behalf of Oregonians, bold in
her problem-solving, always willing to
help, and just as ready with a smile to
lighten any situation.

She has a gigantic heart matched
only by her passion for public service
and protecting the natural treasures
we Oregonians all hold dear.
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The bottom line is I have been very
fortunate to work with her, to call her
friend, to have her as an integral mem-
ber of Team Wyden, and I look forward
to many more years of her public serv-
ice to the people of Oregon and her
friendship to me and my family.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DONALD AND RITA
GALLES

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,
today I wish to celebrate the St. An-
thony Tri-Parish Catholic School
Foundation’s 2017 honorees, Donald
Galles and Rita (Murphy) Galles.

The foundation supports the wonder-
ful work of the St. Anthony Tri-Parish
Catholic School. The school is dedi-
cated to achieving academic excellence
in a faith-filled community and living
a life committed to Christian service.
Since 1927, the school and staff have
provided a high standard of academic
achievement and Christian values. The
school provides strong religious and
educational leadership to the Casper
community.

On October 12, 2017, the foundation
will be hosting the sixth annual Joy
Breakfast and celebrating the school’s
90th anniversary, nearly a century of
educating students. Every year at this
event, the foundation honors individ-
uals who have made outstanding con-
tributions to the school and exemplify
the values of the Catholic community.
Don Galles and Rita (Murphy) Galles
are perfect for this honor. Both the
Galles family and the Murphy family
have a long history of supporting
Catholic education and serving as role
models to our community. John and
Mari Ann Martin, Susie and the late
Mick McMurry, and Joe Scott will also
be recognized at the breakfast for their
invaluable contribution and dedication
to the St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish Catho-
lic School Foundation.

Rita is a caring nurse and dedicated
mother. As a native to Casper, WY, she
attended St. Anthony’s Parochial
School and graduated from Natrona
County High School in 1947. Rita then
attended the St. Joseph’s School of
Nursing in Denver, CO, and started her
nursing career. As a nurse, she touched
so many lives by caring for the sick
and injured. While in Denver, she mar-
ried Dr. Joseph Murphy at the Blessed
Sacrament Church on November 24,
1953. They were married for 51 years
and had 12 children: Patrick, Mary
Ann, Donald, Kevin, Mark, Sheila,
Michelle, Rita, Kathleen, Maureen,
Robert, and Anne. Rita enrolled all 12
of her children in St. Anthony’s in
order to ensure they received an excel-
lent academic and religious founda-
tion. With this strong background, her
children have collectively spent more
than 75 years in post-high school edu-
cation.

Donald is a decorated veteran, ac-
complished businessman, and loving
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family man. Like Rita, he is a native of
Casper, WY, and attended both St. An-
thony’s Parochial School and Natrona
County High School. After high school,
Don joined the U.S. Army’s 100th Infan-
try Division in France. He proudly
fought for our country on the front
lines during World War II. Don was se-
riously wounded while fighting in
France. For his brave service to our
Nation, Don was awarded the Silver
Star, the Nation’s third-highest award
for valor. He also received a Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, and Combat Infan-
try Badge. After the war, Don attended
and graduated from Creighton Univer-
sity in Nebraska. It is there that he
met Ann Christensen, who later be-
came his wife for 55 years. They re-
turned to Casper and raised six chil-
dren: Tom, David, Dona, Laura, Karla,
and Jeff. Many of their children at-
tended St. Anthony’s. In Casper, Don
had a successful career as a partner
with a local oil and gas firm. He is also
active in the community as a member
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
Disabled American Veterans, the
Knights of Columbus, and a lifelong
member of St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church.

The Galles and Murphy families were
joined together in 2005. In the presence
of their children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren, Don and Rita
were married at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church on December 29, 2005. As the
place where they first met as children,
the church holds great memories and a
deep personal connection for them
both.

Over the years, Don and Rita have
generously contributed their time and
resources to both the church and
school. They have also given back to
our community in numerous other
ways. For example, Don and Rita made
an essential donation to purchase land
and a building to expand the Casper
Seton House, which assists homeless
mothers and children. Their kindness,
devotion, and generosity are true re-
flections of their character and the val-
ues they have passed along to their
family.

It is with great honor that I recog-
nize these outstanding members of our
Wyoming community. My wife, Bobbi,
joins me in extending our congratula-
tions to Donald and Rita Galles for re-
ceiving this special award.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN GABRIEL
“GABE” SMITH

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to a Marylander, John Ga-
briel Smith, whose courage not only
broke barriers for himself but also ad-
vanced the cause of the betterment of
humanity. We celebrate and honor Mr.
Smith, known as Gabe, because he was
the very first African American to
graduate from Gonzaga College Pre-
paratory High School, located just a
few blocks from the Capitol Building,
with the class of 1954.

Gabe was born in the turbulent times
of the early 1940s in St. Mary’s County,
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